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The Multi-Party Construction of Digital Identity in Online Mourning: A

Grounded Theory Study
Zheng Pingxi

Abstract: The affordances of digital media enable users to leave extensive digital traces online. The sum
of these traces, manipulated by users themselves, constitutes their digital identity in the virtual world,
emphasizing the controllability of the 'self' over its 'avatar'. However, when the subjectivity of the digital
identity is absent (i.e., upon the user's death), the construction of the identity is no longer dominated by the
'self'. This study, building upon this premise, seeks to explain how the construction of the deceased's digital
identity unfolds once the subject of identity construction is missing.

Keywords: Online Mourning, Digital Identity, Digital Traces, Self-Presentation
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