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An Exploration into the Value Communication Based on Multimodal
Resources in Celebrity Cemeteries - Taking the Mausoleum of Soong Ching

Ling as an Example
Yuan Zhe

Abstract: Cemetery is a semiotic landscape with tombstones as its core, pulling abundant multimodal
resources to communicate with its visitors both tangibly and intangibly. In celebrity cemeteries, officiality of
the designers and accessibility for visitors are both comparatively higher than those of common cemeteries,
where the value communication via multimodal resources play a more vital role in the transmission of
common values in society. Based on the multimodal analysis framework proposed by Ledin and Machin, this
study has systematically analyzed the multimodal resources of 33 tombstones for celebrities in the
Mausoleum of Soong Ching Ling, Honorary Chairman of the People's Republic of China, a representative
celebrity cemetery in the Chinese world. It is found that the rich multimodal resources unite practical and
symbolic meanings, traditional and modern cultures, as well as individual and communal values,
simultaneously implying their durability and universality. Through the integrated design of multimodal
resources, visitors are led to naturally understand and adopt these mainstream values, which helps to build
and spread the common values of society.

Key words: cemetery, semiotic landscape, multimodal analysis, value communication, common values

&N (D)
w®, B, LANEE KRR SRR A, sk BT XSO 1550 5 _RiREAE
E[E K 2F PR 5E, BE%: 201620, HLTHFAH: ben990804@163.com; HEARHLIE: 13818800804

TENERE, 2024 (2): 82-95. 95



